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Most breeders of fibre animals would be aware of the influence that 

fibre diameter has on the eventual end-product created from their 

fleeces. 

However, too often when we look at fibre diameter, we talk in terms of 

the average midside micron diameter. BUT…. the average diameter is 

only part of the equation. The other half is the range in diameter - that 

is, how much difference there is between the finest fibres and the 

coarsest fibres. 
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When we describe the range in diameter of fibres, we refer to its 

'standard deviation of fibre diameter' or SD for short.  
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In saying that, measuring for SD of animal fleeces has its limitations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Which leads us to……… 
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